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General Observations

Missouri has not been thoroughly 
explored herpetologically.

Missouri collecting has been 
concentrated around hotspots:

Ozarks

Urban centers

Favorite field trip locations 

Uncommon species or common species 
at the edge of their range tend to be 
over-represented in state collections.



Missouri Herpetology

History

Classic Period (1890 ï1965)

Research Period (1966 ï1986)

Modern Period (1987 ïpresent)



Classic Period

Classic Period (1890 ï1965)

Starts with earliest collections in 
the 1800s but these are rare

Julius Hurter (1842 ï1916)

Paul Anderson (1914 ï1962)

Ends with Andersonôs Reptiles of 
Missouri (1965)



# #

##

##

#

#

#

#########

####
#

###

#

##

##

#

#
#

#

###

#

#

##
#

##

###

###

######

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
####
#
#

#

#

#

##

#

#
##
#

#

#

#

##

#

#

#

#

#

##

#

#

#

##
#

#

#

#

#

#
##

##

#

##

#

#

#

#

#
############

##

###########

#

#

#

#

##

##

#

#

###########
#

#

#

#
#

##########
#

#

#

#

#

#

#######

#

#

###

#

##

#

#

##

#

#

#

###

#

#

#

#
####
#

#

#
#

##

###

#

#

##

#

#
###

#

##
#

#

##

#
#####################

#

#

#

##

#######

#

#

#

#

#

###

#

##

###

####

###

#

#

#
###
##########################
##

#####

#

#

###
##

#

####
#

##
#############
#

###

##
#

#
#
##

#

##

#

##

#

#
#

####
#

#

#

#

#

##

#

#

##

##

#

#

#

######

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

#

#

#####

####
##

#

#

#

#

##
#

#

#

#

########
###########
####

###

#

#

#

#######

#

#

##

#

#

#

#

######

##
#

##
###

#

#

#

######

##

#

#
#######

#####
##
#
#######
#

#

#

##
###

#

#

###
###

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

###
#

#

####
#

#

#

#

##

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

###

#

#

###

#

#

#

#

#

#

###

#

#

##
###

#

##

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

##
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

#

#

#

##

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

##

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

##

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

#####

#

#

#

#####
#
####

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

###############
###

#

###
##

#

##

#

##

#

#

#

#

##

###

#

#

###

##

#

#

#
##############

#

#

#

#

#

#

###

#

#

#

#

#

#####
###
#

#

#

#

#

#####

#

#

#

#

#

###

#

#
#

##

#

##

#

######

#

#

########

#

#

#

###

####

#######

#######

#

#

#

#

#####

##

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

###

##

#

#

##

##

#

#

#

#

###

#

####

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

#

#
#

##

##

#

#

##

#

#

#########################
##
#

##
#

#

#

##
#

#

##

##

#

#

#

####

#

#

#######

#

#################

#

##

#

#

#

#

#
#
####
#

#####

##

#

##

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

######
######

###

##

#

#

#

#

####
##

##
#

##

##

######
##
#

#

#

##

##

##
####

#

#

#

##

#

#######

#

#

##

#

#####
#

#

##

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

##
#

##

#

#

#

#
##

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

##

#

#

#

#

#

###

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

####

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
##

#

#

#

##
##

#

#####

####
####

#

##

###
###
#

#

#

###
####

##

#

#

##

#

#

#

#

#################

#

#

#

#

#
####
#

#

#

#

#

##

#

##

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#
###

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

##

#

#

##

#
##

#

#

#

#
#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

####

#

#

#

#
#

##

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

#

#

#

#
#####

##

#

#

#

#

#

##
#

####

###
###

#

#####
#
################

#
#

#

#

#####

##
##

###

#

#

###

###

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

##

#

##########

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

###
##

#

#

#

###

#

#

#

#

##

#

#

#

#

##

#

#

#

###

#

#

#

#
###

#
#

#

#

#

####

#

#

##

#

#

#

#

##

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

##

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

#

#

##

#

#

#

##

#

##

#

#

#

#
######

#

##

#

#

##

#

#

#

##

#

#

###########

#

#

#

###
#

#

#

#

#

#

##

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

###

#

#

#

#

##

#

#

##

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

#

#

#

#

##

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

##

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

####

#####

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

##
#

#

####

#

##

#

##

#

#

#

#

##

#

#

##

#
#

#

##

#####

#

#

##

###

#

#

#####
#

######

#

#

#

#

#
#
#

#

#

#

#

####

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

###

##

#####
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

###

##

#

#

#

##

#

###

#

#

#

#

###
##

##

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

##

#

#

#######

#

###

#

##

#

##

#

#

#

#

##

#

#####
##

###

#

#
############
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

####

#

#

##

#

#

###

####
####
#

#

##

#

###

###

#

##

#

##

#

##

#

##

#

#

#
##

#####

##

##

#

#

#

#

##

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

#
#

#########

#

####

###

##

##

#

#

####
#

#

#

#

#

##
#

##

#

###

#
#

#

##

##

##
####

#

#

#

##
#

#

#

#

#

#

##

###

#
####

#

#

#

##

#

##

#

#

#

##

##
#

#

##

#

#

#

#####

#

##

#####

###
###

#

##

####

###

#

###

####

#

##

#

############

##

#

#

#

#
##

#

##

#

#
#

###

##

#

#

####

###

###

##

#

#

##
#
##

##

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

####

#

##

#

#

#

#
###
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

###

#

###

#

#
#####
###

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

###

######

#

#

#

##

#

#
#

#

#

#

##
#

#

#

#
#
#
#

####

#

#

######

#

##

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#
###

#

##

#

##
#

###

#

############################

#

#

#

#
#
#

#

#

##

#

#

#
#
#

#

#

#

##

#

#

#

#######
#
##

#

##

#

#############
#

#

#

#

#

#

#####

#

#

#

#

###
##

#

###

#

#

#

#####

#
#

#
#
#
##

#

#

#

#####
#

###

#

#
########
#

#

#
#

#

#

##

##

#
#

##

#

#

#

#

######

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

#

#

#

##

##
#########
#######

#
###
#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

##

#

#####

#

#

#######
#

####

###

#

#

###

#

#

#
#
#

#

##

#

##
##

#

#
#

#

####

#

#
#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

#

##
########

#

#

#

#
#
##
###

####

#

#

#

#
#

##

#

#
#

#
###

Classic Period



Research Period

Research Period (1966 ï1986)

Many universities involved in active 
field research around the state but 
there is little interest in species 
distributions

Universities are building collections at 
this time but not necessarily for 
distribution records
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Modern Period

Modern Period (1987 ïpresent)

Starts with Johnsonôs Amphibians and 

Reptiles of Missouri (1987)

There is a renewed interest in distribution 

and a push to fill in ñcounty recordsò

A focus on distribution continues today with 

annual updates to the Atlas
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Modern Period



Shared Natural Divisions

Ozark Highlands

(Elk / White River Hills)

Springfield Plateau

Cherokee Plain

Osage Plains
Source: EPA 

(http://www.epa.gov/wed/pages/ecoregions.htm)



Ozark Highlands


